Bedford Hall Methodist School is a

primary academy in Wigan with 246 pupils and is part of
the Acorn Trust. They used their Salix Finance interest-free
loan of £44,630 for their boilers and heating system and
£4,648 for their roofing combined with £254,190 EFA grant
funding to improve the learning environment.

Project overview
Previously Bedford Hall Methodist School
successfully applied to the Education Funding
Agency’s (EFA) Academies Capital Maintenance
Fund (ACMF) in 2014 for their boiler replacements,
and in 2015 they applied for the EFA’s Condition
Improvement Fund (CIF) for roof improvements.
Prior to this, the school used to experience cold
classrooms due to a dated manual boiler as well
as a leaking roof which was causing considerable
heat loss.
Both of these successful bids led to the academy
receiving £254,190 in total from the EFA. Due to
the annual energy savings of £11,266 associated
with the projects, the academy were able to
combine their grant funding with a cost neutral
Salix Finance interest-free loan of £49,278 which
contributed to the total cost of the replacement
boiler, maintenance system and roof replacement.
The pupils and staff now benefit from automatic
heating controls and zoning as well as extensive
insulation. Salix provides a loan repayment
model, which enables capital funding to be
recycled allowing more projects and academies
to receive funding.

“The heating has improved immensely and we now have zoning
controls which have allowed us to have greater control of which
rooms gets heated for before and after school clubs. The children
and staff have appreciated a warmer and more comfortable
school, and can now focus on achieving their potential”
Joanne Buckley – Acorn Trust Business Manager

Savings achieved by Bedford Hall Methodist School
Annual £ savings

£11,266

Lifetime £ savings

Total Loan Value

£124,280 £49,278

EFA Grant

Project payback

£254,190 4.4 years

For more information on funding, please contact schoolsapplication@salixfinance.co.uk
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Benefits & the future

Technical overview

Application process

Reduced energy bills and
maintenance costs.

Dated boiler replaced with
3 condensing boilers with
insulation.

Applied to the EFA through the
ACMF / CIF fund.

Warmer and more
comfortable learning
environment.
Replacement radiators
increased space in classrooms
for pupils and storage.
Improved roof insulation,
removed all leaks improving
health and safety.
Salix provides a loan
repayment model which
enables funding to recycle and
fund projects in more schools.

Improved heating distribution
system with zoning controls.
New BEMS controls for the
heating system.
Improved roofing and
insulation.
Supported their bid with a
survey from a consultant and
used Salix’s online energy saving
support tool to highlight their
energy savings.

Fund is open once a year and
the decision on funding is
made by the EFA.
Salix provides technical
assessments on all energy
efficiency applications.
Academies can access a blend
of interest-free Salix funding
and grant funding for their
projects depending on the
energy savings available.
For more information see
websites below.

Bedford Hall’s green focus

How can Salix help you
	The interest-free Salix loan combined with the EFA grant
enables funding to stretch further and more academies
to benefit.
	Access to our extensive knowledge share for the public
sector only.
Technical checks on all energy efficiency applications.
	Interest-free funding for a variety of project types e.g.
lighting, heating systems, boilers, roofs and windows.

	Bedford Hall Methodist School has a keen focus on
the environment and achieved Green Flag status.
	The school has an Eco Committee with a pupil
representing each class with governors and staff to
discuss environmental issues.
	Children are engaged with environmental projects
such as; composting, switch off lighting campaigns,
vegetable growing and water and energy conservation.

For more information about the Condition Improvement Fund (CIF) please visit:
The EFA’s site:
www.gov.uk/guidance/condition-improvement-fund
Salix CIF funding site:
www.salixfinance.co.uk/loans/CIF
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