Parrs Wood High School is a specialist

technology college in Manchester, with over 1,800 students.
They used Salix interest-free funding to reduce their energy
costs per pupil by implementing multiple energy efficiency
projects. This is how they did it.

Project overview
Parrs Wood High School hosted a Secretary
of State visit in partnership with Salix in 2015,
to showcase the impressive energy efficiency
technologies that they have installed and how
this is driving down the carbon footprint of
their school, whilst saving money each year.
The school has used Salix funding to upgrade
their lighting, building energy management
systems and automatic doors. They wanted
to set an example to other institutions that
energy efficiency improvements can be
installed without a large capital output, whilst
significantly driving down the energy bills of
the school. The lighting upgrades are expected
to reduce lighting consumption by 45%, whilst
also creating a brighter learning and working
environment for the students and staff. The
lighting, combined with the installation of a
modern building energy management system
and automatic doors, has saved the school
around 22% of their total energy bill.

“The Salix scheme has not only saved the school energy and money,
but the willingness of the Salix team to work with our student
leaders who planned the improvements has made each project a
tremendous educational experience. Parrs Wood and Salix finance
have forged a great partnership over the years and we look
forward to working with them on further projects in the future.”
Mark McElwee, head teacher of Parrs Wood

Estimated savings achieved by Parrs Wood High School*
Annual £ Savings

£52,301

Lifetime £ Savings

£636,097

Total Loan Value

Annual CO2e Savings

Project Payback

£236,853 286 tonnes 4.5 years

For more information and to find out how we can help you improve your energy efficiency
please contact the dedicated Schools team- email schoolsapplication@salixfinance.co.uk
* Calculated using carbon emission factors published by government for carbon footprinting purposes
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Application Process
1	Go to

www.salixfinance.co.uk

2

Create an account

3	Complete the Salix

compliance tool with
project details

4	Submit your application
online

5	Salix will undertake

Why Holistic?

Benefits & the future

Assessing energy usage across
the entire school estate, or
taking a holistic approach, has
several benefits:

The amount Parrs Wood High
School is spending on their
energy bills has decreased by
£38,437 which they are now
able to channel into other
areas of the school budget.

Energy spend and carbon
footprint can be reduced
to the lowest possible level
and increased reliability can
reduce maintenance costs.
Energy wastage can be reduced
reducing the demand placed on
new technologies installed.

technical assessment
and award funding.

The Salix school’s team is
available to provide support
and information from the
very early stages of project
development right through to
completion.
Funding for over 100 different
technologies, including
lighting, boilers and insulation.
Funding is repaid through the
predicted savings in energy
bills making Salix a cost neutral
approach

Parrs Wood High School boasts its very own CO2 Team,
made up of sixth form students with a keen interest in
sustainability. The team is led by physics professor and
energy manager, Chris Baker, and meets on a weekly
basis in the science classroom. The CO2 Team wrote the
application for the Salix loan themselves, including the
savings calculations, reviewing the best placed energy
efficiency technologies for their school and acquiring
quotes for the implementation of the technologies. The
CO2 Team met with Salix and the Department for Education
to present the impressive work they have been doing to
reduce the carbon footprint of their school. Many of the
CO2 Team plan to go on to study sustainability-related
subjects at university.

“We joined the C02 team to make a positive impact on the
environment (before it’s too late!) and gain real life work
experience in school. It is very interesting work, and also
enjoyable working in the team.”
Misha and Megan

For more information or to apply please contact the Schools team
to find out how we can help you improve your energy efficiency at
schoolsapplication@salixfinance.co.uk or call 0203 102 6903
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