SOLVING ENERGY EFFICIENCY FINANCE IN THE PUBLIC SECTOR

Salix Finance working within Further Education Colleges
Salix Finance is a not-for-profit organisation that provides 100% interest-free loans for energy
efficiency projects in England, Scotland and Wales. Salix is funded by the Department for Business,
Energy and Industrial Strategy, the Department for Education and the Welsh and Scottish Governments.
Since 2009, Salix has funded energy efficiency projects with Further Education (FE) Colleges valued
at over £19 million, which are estimated to save more than £5 million on energy bills and over 21,000*
tonnes of carbon for the sector.

Further Education Colleges Commonly installed technologies

Salix College Energy Fund
Salix set up the College Energy Fund in partnership with the EAUC and
supported by the Association of Colleges, and it is available for projects which
reduce energy consumption across FE college estates. This reduction in energy
use will provide both financial savings, used to repay the interest-free loan,
and reductions to carbon emissions.
Over 100 FE colleges have utilised Salix interest-free loans to implement more
than 600 energy efficiency projects, with a number of colleges utilising the
funding over several years to enable strategic carbon reduction plans across
their estate.

Boiler controls
Building management systems
Boiler replacement
External LED Lighting
Heating and hot water
LED Lighting
Lighting controls
Lighting upgrades
VSDs / Motor Controls

Benefits of energy
efficiency projects
The annual energy bill for English FE
Colleges is estimated to be around
£90m. Therefore significant financial
benefits could be seen by investing
in measures to reduce energy
consumption.
Energy efficiency projects also form
a crucial part of strategies to reduce
carbon emissions. Salix is able to fund
programs of work spanning multiple
years to help support these strategies.

Project criteria
 A
 pplications for funding are
technically assessed to ensure
estimated savings are reasonable.
F unding is allocated based on
financial payback on funding
requested and value for money on
estimated carbon savings.

Repayments
The loan will be paid back to Salix by
direct debit on a 6 monthly basis over
a period of 5 years.

Many projects can also result in
improved working and learning
environments, reduced ongoing
maintenance costs and improvements
to existing building stock.

Five simple steps
to apply
1	Go to the Salix website

salixfinance.co.uk/loans/
Salix-College-Energy-Fund

2

 ownload and complete the
D
Salix compliance tool

3

S ubmit the application
online

4

 n automated email is sent
A
to the authorising official

5

 pplication assessed and
A
decision made typically
within two weeks

To apply, for more information, or to arrange a meeting please contact colleges@salixfinance.co.uk

www.salixfinance.co.uk                  @SalixFinance  #SalixFunded

making a difference
in the public sector since 2004
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Examples of Salix funded projects in further education institutions
City College Plymouth

Zone control valves

City of Sunderland College

Boiler replacement

Cornwall College

Insulation of valves and pumps

Greenwich Community College

Boiler replacement and LED lighting upgrade

Havering College of Further and Higher Education

Gas absorption heat pump

Hull College

LED lighting upgrade and controls

Lincoln College Group

LED lighting upgrade

Stafford College

Boiler replacement and hot water system upgrade

Stratford Upon Avon College

BEMS and LED lighting upgrade

West Nottinghamshire College

LED lighting upgrade

Kirklees College Case Study
Kirklees College has utilised Salix funding on many occasions
since 2009, carrying out over 80 projects in total. Most
recently, they were awarded £170,000 from the previous
round of the College Energy Fund to carry out a range of
energy efficiency projects.
The projects that are currently being implemented include a
number of lighting upgrades which are replacing inefficient
lighting with high efficiency LED luminaires, and the installation
of boiling water taps to replace a number of kettles.
Across all of the projects they have implemented using Salix
Finance, estimated savings to their annual energy bill will
exceed £250,000, alongside a reduction in carbon emissions
of over 1,200 tonnes*.

“Salix has been fundamental in driving energy efficiency projects throughout the college,
as without Salix funding these projects would not have gone ahead. The many projects,
ranging from numerous lighting upgrade schemes to improved mechanical plant insulation
covers, have driven down energy consumption and costs year on year allowing continued
investment in efficient plant replacement. The Salix team provide effective support
throughout the application process and the project implementation period.”
Daniel Bedford, Head of Estates and Facilities, Kirklees College

Savings achieved by Kirklees College
Annual £ Savings

£253,000

Annual CO2e Savings

1,200 tonnes

Total Loan Value

£737,000

Project Payback

2.9 years

*Calculated using emissions factors published by government in 2017 for carbon footprinting purposes
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