Our Lady and St George’s is a voluntary

aided maintained primary school in Walthamstow who used
£47,401 of 100% interest-free funding from Salix Finance to
upgrade their lighting and install PIR controls. As well as
providing an annual energy saving of £6,304, the upgrades
have also had a positive impact on the learning environment
of their staff and pupils.

Project overview
Our Lady and St George’s Catholic Primary School wanted to
replace their costly and inefficient internal lights with more
reliable, efficient LED lighting and install PIR controls. They
also wanted to upgrade their floodlighting to LEDs.
Energy bills were running high and internal lights were being
left on when they weren’t needed. The lighting was also
costing the school in maintenance to continually replace the
bulbs. The new LED lighting and PIR controls will improve the
lighting conditions, reduce consumption by 68% as well as
cut the school’s annual energy spend per pupil by £14.
The school worked with the London Borough of Waltham
Forest to develop the project and Salix Finance were able
to offer the school 100% interest-free finance to cover the
total costs of the project. The loan is repaid using the savings
on the school’s energy bills making it cost neutral and the
significant savings mean the project will pay back in 8 years.

“Using a Salix loan was an effortless way of making energy efficiencies and
saving money. It had a positive impact on the pupils as soon as the lighting
was installed”
Sarah Williams, School Business Manager, Our Lady and St George’s Catholic Primary School

“Schools need to play a big part in reducing CO2 emissions and save money.
LED lighting with PIR sensors represent energy-saving quick wins for many
schools. Salix funding provided a great opportunity for OLSG to invest
in this technology, saving the school money that can now be diverted in
other areas, which is fantastic”
Nimish Shah, Energy and Carbon Reduction Officer, London Borough of Waltham Forest

Savings achieved by Our Lady and St George’s Catholic Primary School
Annual £ Savings

£6,304

Lifetime £ Savings

£152,497

Total Loan Value

£47,401

Project Payback

8 years

To apply, or for more information on funding, please contact schoolsapplication@salixfinance.co.uk
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Benefits & the future

Technical overview

Application process

Brighter lighting providing
a more comfortable learning
environment for pupils
and staff.

Replaced primarily internal T8
florescent lighting with new
LED luminaries.

The school worked with the
London Borough of Waltham
Forest who assisted with the
application process.

Lower energy bills from more
efficient lighting, saving £14 per
pupil on annual energy costs.

Installed PIR controls to help
monitor the lighting, with an
estimated 20% reduction in
hours in the areas covered.

Reduced spending on
maintenance. PIR controls
ensure lights are off when
they aren’t required.

Replaced external 87 W
SON floodlighting with 30
W LED technology, reducing
consumption by 66%

Salix provides a loan
repayment model which
enables funding to recycle so
it can fund further schools.

Supported their application
with a survey from a
consultant.

Applied to Salix through the
Salix Energy Efficiency Loan
Scheme (SEELS) for Schools
funded by the Department
for Education.
Submitted application online
with supporting information,
compliance tool and technical
specifications.
Salix provides technical
assessments on all projects
and aim to give a decision on
funding in around 2 weeks.

Our Lady and St George’s green focus

How can Salix help you
	100% interest-free funding for a variety of project types
e.g. lighting, insulation and boilers.

	Pupils and teachers are involved in an eco-council for
the school.

	Technical checks on all energy efficiency applications.

	The school has a Silver ECO Schools award and the pupils
are engaged in a switching off lights campaign.

	Access to our extensive knowledge sharing area for the
public sector only.
	Dedicated team of client support officers to assist with
your application.

	Energy is one of the biggest costs so the school are
looking for ways to reduce consumption.
	The new lighting will help the school improve their DEC
rating whilst having a greater handle on costs.

Access Salix loans for your organisation, by logging onto:
salixfinance.co.uk/loans/schools-loans
Available as a downloadable PDF at:
salixfinance.co.uk/knowledge-share/case-studies
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