Aberystwyth University
progresses towards 2030 net zero goal
following £2.9m solar development

Project overview
Located in Ceredigion, West Wales, Aberystwyth
University is working to significantly reduce its
carbon emissions via the development of an
innovative £2.9 million solar array project.
Sustainability has been a priority for the coastal
university for a number of years, seeing it obtain
the accolade of the ‘First Plastic Free university
in the world’, in 2018.
Since this time, LED upgrades, building energy
management systems and pipework insulation
have been implemented as part of the
institution’s green strategy to combat climate
change.

These energy efficient projects and
development of the solar array are part of the
university’s wider plans to achieve a net-solar
estate by 2030/31. This project would also see
Aberystwyth become one of the few universities
in the UK that has developed its own full scale
solar array.
The installation of 4,500 solar panels will
generate 25 per cent of Penglais Campus’s
annual electricity requirements which equates
to the energy usage of more than 500 homes,
resulting in financial savings of £325,000 per
annum and over £13m over the lifetime of the
project.

Estimated savings for Aberystwyth University
Annual savings:
£

£325,500

Lifetime savings

£13M

*Calculated using greenhouse gas conversion factors published by Government in June 2020

For more information...
Please contact us on 020 3102 6900 or
wales@salixfinance.co.uk
www.salixfinance.co.uk

Annual carbon savings:

CO2

516tCO2e

*

“We are delighted to be getting construction work underway on this
exciting new project which reflects the University’s commitment to
reducing our dependence on fossil fuels and cutting our greenhouse
emissions.
Our ambition is for the University’s estate to become carbon neutral by
2030/1. This solar development is an important step towards realising this
aim.”
Neil Glasser, Pro Vice-Chancellor, Aberystwyth University

Technical breakdown
• Solar arrays
• LED models
• Building Energy Management Systems
• Pipework insulation and more energy
efficient freezers

Public engagement
Being one of the largest institutions in the
region, it is hoped that the university's efforts to
use renewable and efficient energy sources will
have a significant impact on the conversation
surrounding sustainability in the region.

Sustainability has also been incorporated into
the curriculum with Geography, Environmental
Earth Science, Biology and Ecology degrees
including climate change and sustainability
studies.

The university is also establishing a
Sustainability Forum which functions to
gather thoughts and suggestions regarding
environmental issues from the staff and
students across the university.

Four new degrees have also been introduced
to connect climate change to other disciplines,
namely International Relations and Climate
Change, Biology and Climate Change, Business
and Climate Change and English and Climate
Change.

Available resources and support

• Wales funding is provided by the Welsh Government and allows public sector bodies to
access funding for projects with up to an 8-year technical payback.

• The Wales funding support team is available to provide clients with support and

information from the very early stages of project development and application process.

• Salix continues to support clients post project completion by developing a case study to

showcase the success of the project.
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